2010

FEAT

Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test®

2010 FCAT WRITING

GRADE 8
EXPOSITORY PROMPT
ANCHOR SET



Copyright Statement for This Office of Assessment Publication
Authorization for reproduction of this document is hereby granted to persons acting in an official capacity within the
Uniform System of Public K-12 Schools as defined in Section 1000.01(4), Florida Statutes. The copyright notice at the
bottom of this page must be included in all copies.

All trademarks and trade names found in the publication are the property of their respective owners and are not
associated with the publishers of this publication.

Permission is NOT granted for distribution or reproduction outside the Uniform System of Public K-12 Schools or for
commercial distribution of the copyrighted materials without written authorization from the Florida Department of
Education. Questions regarding use of these copyrighted materials should be sent to the following:
The Administrator
Office of Assessment
325 West Gaines Street
Florida Department of Education
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400

Copyright © 2010
State of Florida
Department of State



14

20

27

Introduction

Score Point 1

Score Point 2

Score Point 3

Score Point 4

Score Point 5

Score Point 6

TABLE OF CONTENTS



Introduction 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Introduction

Student papers are scored following administration of the FCAT Writing assessment each
February. Prior to each scoring session, members of the Writing Rangefinder Committee
(comprised of Florida educators) read student responses and select papers to represent the range
of quality allowed within the established criteria for each score point on the rubric. These papers
are used to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the FCAT Writing responses. Each anchor
set (scoring guide) includes a student response and an annotation to explain why it was assigned
a particular score. This provides the basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring
criteria. A skilled scoring director and scoring supervisors are responsible for training, assisting,
and monitoring readers throughout the training and holistic scoring process. All scoring is
monitored by Florida Department of Education staff.

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus,
organization, support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are
not scored separately or analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and
links to the FCAT Writing rubrics are available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp.

Structure of Anchor Sets

The released 2010 FCAT Writing Anchor Sets for Grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of
responses used as training materials for the 2010 writing assessment. Personal information has
been removed or fictionalized to protect the identity of the writer. For spring 2010, only one
type of prompt per grade was administered for FCAT Writing; thus, for each tested grade, one
Anchor Set was used.

Description of Prompt for Grade 8: Writing to Explain (Expository)

The Grade 8 expository prompt directed the student to explain the biggest change he or she has
experienced from elementary to middle school.
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Score Point 1 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 1 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 1
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This response minimally addresses the topic of the biggest change. It is a fragmentary listing of
related ideas (I dress cool hip-pop, I hang out with the cool people, I like the cool teachers, and
we get out of school late). The ideas are vague and are not supported or developed. No
organizational pattern is apparent in this brief response. Limited word choice obscures meaning
(dress cool, cool people, cool teachers). Errors occur in sentence structure and in the basic
conventions of mechanics and usage (and I like the cool teachers are mean and we get out of
School late and). Most words are spelled correctly.
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Score Point 1 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 2 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 1

In this response, the writer only minimally addresses the topic. The paper is a fragmentary and
unclear listing of related ideas about changing the school to make more space, rather than about
the biggest change. The attempt at support is vague (because the honor what we have in this
school, because could be more space). The response has no apparent organization. Word choice
is limited and inappropriate, obscuring meaning. Errors occur in sentence structure and in the
basic conventions of mechanics and usage (So what we here other people say is that could
happen to because could be more space for those kids).
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Score Point 1 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 3 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 1

The writing addresses the topic of the change from elementary to middle school. The attempt at
the development of support, however, is limited and vague (the teachers like me and I like them
so much. They teach me like everyones being teached. And I like that a lot). Little evidence of an
organizational pattern is apparent, and vocabulary is repetitive and limited. Errors are made in
sentence structure and in the basic conventions of mechanics and usage. Most words are spelled
correctly.
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Score Point 2 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 4 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 2

This response is generally focused on the addition of a basketball team as the biggest change
from elementary school. The writing shows the beginning of an organizational pattern (WOW!
The biggest change, The first reson). Development of the idea lacks detail and is limited to
extending the main idea by comparing and contrasting elementary school and middle school
basketball (I elementaiy we didn't have a basketball team all we had was p.e. . . . you get to play
other people from other school. In elementaiy you can't play other people). Word choice is
repetitive, and although errors occur in the basic conventions, they do not impede understanding.
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Score Point 2 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 5 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 2

This response focuses on the changes in life caused by going from elementary to middle school.
Without transitional devices to connect ideas, little evidence of an organizational pattern is
demonstrated. Development is limited. Some ideas are supported with extended details (It's like
a whole different place when you go to middle school. Because you have to work for seven
teachers instead of one that's twice's more work). Other ideas are bare (The food is better than
elementary you get more choices of what you want . . . twice's more students . . . ) contributing to
the lack of a sense of wholeness. Errors in conventions do not interfere with meaning.
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Score Point 2 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 6 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 2
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Score Point 2 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 6 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 2
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The response is related to the topic, attempting to explain by contrasting differences between
middle and elementary school. An organizational pattern is demonstrated, including a brief
beginning, some use of transitional words in the middle part (The second biggest, Also), and a
conclusion. Using this comparative strategy, the writer attempts to explain how differences
between schools are a change. Ideas are contrasted but with little, if any, supporting details (Also
in Elementary School we can bring snackes. But in Middle School if we do we get in trouble and
get put in ISS). Word choice is limited, and the writing has little variation in sentence structure
(But in Elementary School, But in Middle School). Errors occur in the basic conventions of
mechanics and usage but do not interfere with meaning.

8 Florida Department of Education FCAT 2010



Score Point 3 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 7 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 3

The writing is focused on the topic, explaining reasons middle school is better (we are treated as
young adults, we get the chance to learn the truth about the world around us, the whole school is
like one big happy family). An organizational pattern has been attempted through the use of
simple transitions (Also another), but the paper lacks a sense of completeness. The first
supporting idea is somewhat developed, explaining how being treated as a young adult makes the
student feel. The idea of one big, happy family is also somewhat developed (when I say that |
mean). Sentence structure sometimes varies. Knowledge of the conventions of mechanics and
usage is demonstrated, and commonly used words are spelled correctly.
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Score Point 3 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 8 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 3
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Score Point 3

Anchor Paper 8 (Page 2 of 2)
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2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Score Point 3
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This response is generally focused on the topic, offering three changes from elementary to

middle school (the way they do things and the classes. And the rules). The writing is organized

with a beginning, middle, and end and uses simple transitions (To began with, Next, then, In

conclusion). Each change is supported with some detail (Next, They way they do things here is
diffent like you only get four pass to go do your personal thinges like going to the restroom, the
office, getting a drink of water and in elementary school you can go do those thinges as many
times you want with a teacher permission now you have to have passes to do all those things).

Word choice is adequate, and the writer attempts to vary sentence structure. Errors in the
conventions of mechanics, usage, and sentence formation do not impede understanding.
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Score Point 3 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 9 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 3
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Score Point 3 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 9 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 3

This response is generally focused on explaining the three biggest changes the writer experiences
(needing to change classrooms. Having a locker. Also needing to get up erlier). An
organizational pattern is apparent through the use of some transitions (To begin with, Don't get
me started on lockers, The final thing, To conclude). Each idea is developed with some detail,
although the effectiveness of the contrast between elementary and middle school is erratic (you
need to wake up erlier. It's thing teens hate because we need to get up and get ready for school.
In elementary in the morning we slept till seven or seven fourteen. But now we need to get up at
five thirty or six in the morning).Word choice is adequate, though sometimes vague (In
elementary you had your stuff next to you). An attempt has been made to vary sentence
structures. Knowledge of the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling is usually
demonstrated, and any errors do not impede communication.

13 Florida Department of Education FCAT 2010



Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 10 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 10 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 4

The response is generally focused on maturity being the biggest change since entering middle
school. The organizational pattern includes predictable but adequate transitional connections
between ideas (first, Second, finally). Development of the supporting reasons is uneven. In the
second paragraph, the writer provides some specifics and an example with details (i don't laugh
at silly things anymore . . . you have to take most thing's in life very serious . . . for example if
your working at some type of Restraunt.). Other areas lack details and are less developed (I know
exatcly how to act right; at dinner tables, work, and school . . . |1 know the do's and don'ts). The
conclusion, although repeating the introduction, gives a sense of completeness as the writer
reconnects the three reasons that maturity is the biggest change (the biggest change in my life has
been maturity. in case you forgot). Word choice is adequate, and knowledge of conventions is
demonstrated. Commonly used words are usually spelled correctly. An attempt has been made to
vary sentence structure.
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 11 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 11 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 4
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This writing focuses on the topic, naming more responsibilities as the biggest change since
leaving elementary school. The response is organized around three increased responsibilities
encountered at middle school (stay organized, do my work and mange my time), with each
paragraph concluding by tying details to the increased responsibility (one of the biggest
resopsablities | had was organization, be responsable and do all my work , had the most trouble
with because | was not responsable). Support is developed with some detail (up until then |
didn't have a locker, and so many books. My locker was always a mess. | would forget my
supplies . . . one of the biggest resopsablities | had was organization). Each paragraph includes
additional support for the idea of having more responsibility, although some details lack
specificity (I have thing going on. | have to plan time to do homework and other things).
Knowledge of conventions of punctuation and capitalization is generally demonstrated. An
attempt has been made to vary sentence structure, and word choice is adequate.
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 12 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 12 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 4

This response addresses the topic, focusing on changes encountered when changing schools. The
writer explains three reasons, which shape a clear organizational pattern and contribute to a sense
of wholeness (it's a whole new enviorment, a very big Middle School, many different rules).
Support for the three ideas is uneven. The second paragraph provides a layered list of details
about a new environment, but some of the details lack specificity (toataly different states, The
weather is so much different, different people and definetly different places). The last reason is
better developed with connected specifics (When | say rules | mean like dress code and the way
you walk through the halls . . . you have to follow the arrows . . . you cant just go any way you
want . . . they are a little bit more strict on what you are and are not aloud to wear . . . shorts
have to be a certain lenth). Knowledge of the conventions of written language is evident, as is
variation in the sentence structure.
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 13 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 13 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 5

This writing is focused on the topic of all the things students must memorize in the change from
elementary to middle school (lockers, building and lunch numbers, and schedules). The
organizational pattern provides for a progression of ideas, beginning in the opening paragraph
with a rhetorical question to set up the main idea, and the use of transitions moves the reader
through the text (To start with, Moving along now, Furthermore, In conclusion). The paper
conveys a sense of completeness. Each supporting idea is amply developed. The writing
demonstrates a mature command of language and some precise word choice, which helps to
convey the frustration of all the memorization (Also if your in band then you'll have three
lockers, even more combinations to remember . . . Its not as easy as it seems). Various sentence
structures are used throughout, and sentences are complete. Knowledge of the conventions of
mechanics, usage, and spelling is evident.
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 14 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 14 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 5

This response is focused on the explanation of the change from elementary to middle school
being "fun, hard, and it gave me more to worry about.” The organizational pattern provides for a
progression of ideas. Transitions are used between paragraphs (To start off, Another way, All I do
in middle is worry) and within paragraphs (To start off, the change to seven classes a day was
very fun in some ways. For example, it seemed more exciting . . . Also, I get to see almost all my
friends . . . Seven classes a day is better too because), contributing to a sense of wholeness.
Supporting ideas are amply developed. The writing demonstrates a mature command of
language, and word choice is sometimes precise (When I think about that transition . . . So when
I had seven classes my routine was destroyed . . . All I do in middle is worry, worry, worry).
Sentence structure is varied, and knowledge of the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling
Is demonstrated.
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 15 (Page 1 of 3) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 15 (Page 2 of 3) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 15 (Page 3 of 3) Score Point 5

This response is focused on the reasons that having seven classes is the biggest change from
elementary to middle school (With new teachers, a lot more work, and getting lost). The
organizational plan provides for a progression of ideas. The writer uses dialogue and statistics to
introduce the main topic and to transition to each supporting idea ("Seven periods!”. .. On
average 70% of students are scared of middle school . . . "Oh boy, oh boy!" . . . the majority of
new middle schoolers get lost). All supporting ideas are amply developed. The writing
demonstrates a mature command of language and uses precise word choice to convey meaning
(with seven, you have to learn to adjust . . . you'll be buried in textbooks . . . Good luck making it
to class with only four minutes . . . Middle school can be like a maze). Sentence structures are
varied, and sentences are complete. Conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling are generally
followed.
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 16 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 16 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 6

The writing in this response focuses on comparing two differences between middle and
elementary school. The writer uses a logical organizational pattern, with clear use of transitions
(To begin, to continue, finally). This paper demonstrates a sense of completeness. Carefully
selected details provide support to fully develop each idea (In elementary school, I usually stayed
in one building and changed between two classrooms. If we went to p e or lunch we went as a
class. Here in middle school, we have six classes spread over multiple buildings. Every
individual has their own class schedule). The writing demonstrates a mature command of
language, and sentences are complete with purposeful variation. Few conventions errors occur in
mechanics, usage, and punctuation.
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 17 (Page 1 of 3) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 17 (Page 2 of 3) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 17 (Page 3 of 3) Score Point 6

This response focuses on responsibility as the biggest change between elementary and middle
school. The writer introduces three reasons in a logically ordered progression, and develops
substantial support for each reason (in elementary school, my Mom and Dad were there for me in
every way. They knew my teachers, my homework . . . Just like when you're 5, and you are
learning how to ride a bike . . . That was me in elementary school. But then, your Dad lets go).
The writing demonstrates involvement in the subject, and the response has a sense of wholeness
as the writer compares and contrasts responsibilities in elementary and middle school throughout
the paper (In elementary school we had one teacher . . . My teachers would tell us what we
missed if we were absent. Now in middle school, it is my responsibility). The mature command of
language and varied sentence structure follow the conventions of usage and punctuation.
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 18 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 18 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 6

This writer focuses on the topic by explaining the amount of work as the biggest change. The
organizational plan and use of transitional devices contribute to a sense of completeness.
Supporting details are relevant and illustrative (One day you're coloring a purple giraffe, the next
you're writing quadratic formulas). Precise word choice and freshness of expression enhance the
writer's commitment and involvement (Do you recall a time when “project’ meant bringing in
your favorite stuffed bear for show-and-tell? Now it means construct a posterboard, write an
extensive essay, and read it in front of your judgmental peers). Various sentence structures are
used, and the few conventions errors do not interfere with understanding.
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